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The Epistle 
 
The Newsletter of Saint James Episcopal Church, Greenfield, Massachusetts 

September 2010 

MAKING UP THE SPIRIT 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Cerrato 
 

 

As we head into the new season, we begin again to take up tasks we 

let rest for the summer. September represents for many of us a new 

beginning.  

 

Although the first day of the Church Year does not come until late 

November with the First Sunday of Advent and the start of the civil 

year is not until January 1, it is actually the ninth month that 

activates so many of our lives. Back to school, along with home 

from vacation, added to the harvest time, still turns the clock for 

much of North America.  

 

Many communities consider the summer a kind of extended semi-

Sabbath, a time of leave taking and rest making. Then fall 

approaches with its recurrence of the familiar and more serious 

routine. Geared to this rhythm of return, the Episcopal Church has 

long “come back to life” in the weeks following Labor Day. Like a 

mini-Easter, like a practical resurrection of the body of Christ on 

earth, this time represents for us the renewal of essential programs 

and ministries.  

 

Saint James Church is no exception. In September we will offer a 

Welcome Luncheon for newcomers to the parish, have our annual 

Rally Day and reconvene for our Parish Council. Connected with 

Rally day is the start of the Church School, the scouting programs, 

and the Youth Group, as well as the return of the Choir to a regular 

schedule of Sunday and holy day ministry. So, in a sense, the bustle 

is back.  

 

More than a few of us have noticed over the years how the restart of 

the fall activities comes later now than it used to. Back in the day, as 

they say, families were ready to return to school and church, to 

community and clan, immediately after Labor Day. Not so in 2010. 

If we are reunited as a community by early October we consider 

ourselves fortunate. Surely the causes of such a delay are numerous 

and include new freedoms and even newer technologies: an 

interesting topic for another day.  
Continued on Page 2 

 



 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

The Parish Directory committee has designed a 
questionnaire that will be used for an updated parish 

data base, as well as for the photo directory.  
 

Letters have been sent out this past month with 
forms containing Saint James current data. The 

forms can be completed and returned at your earliest 
convenience. We are now collecting all the responses 

for our work later this summer.  
 

Please call the office if you did not receive a letter 
with forms but should have. We are hoping for 

maximum parish participation. 

One aspect of this undulation of attendance and 

activity is the impression of how different church is 

without the whole of the gathered community. 

Christian congregations have long noticed how the 

crowds swell at Christmas and Easter, and even use 

the lingo of “Low Sunday” to note the sparseness of 

public worship in the dipping down times. But the 

phenomenon is deeper than that.  

 

Older spiritual writers used to talk about being there 

“to make up the Spirit,” by which they meant that 

worship is strengthened the more people gather to 

pray in one place at one time. There is a palpable 

difference between having the whole community, or 

even most of the community, together and having 

only a few. There is something to the theory of 

critical mass when it comes to the spiritual realm. It 

is almost like trying to lift a basket when a few 

fingers, or even a hand or an arm, do not show up to 

help. The body of Christ is strengthened in worship 

and prayer by having all its members present and 

prepared to engage in the work of the Church.  

 

So let us remind ourselves of the importance of 

“making up the Spirit,” of coming together early and 

often for the purpose we share as a church. How 

wonderful it would be this fall to see the house of the 

Lord filled, again and again, to the glory of God and 

to bless God’s Name.  

 

Our invitation is: Come and worship. Yes, there is 

great benefit in it to each of us. But there is also the 

deeper reality that we at Saint James cannot be fully 

who and what we are called to be without all of us 

together praising our Creator and Redeemer.  

 

MAKING UP THE SPIRIT, continued 
 

 

Saint James 

Rally Day! 
 

Sunday, September 26, 2010 
11 a.m. in the Parish Hall 

(following the Sunday 10 a.m. service) 
 

Join us for:  

 Church School Registration 2010-11 

 Scouts Sign-up 2010-11 

 To learn more about all the 

ministries, programs, guilds, 

upcoming events, and activities of 

the parish. 
 

A celebration of our life together. 

____________ 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Sunday, September 26 
In the Whiteman Room 

Following Rally Day 

 
 

 

 

Weekly Worship 
 

Saturday 5:30 p.m. 
 Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Said, All Saints’ Chapel 
 
Sunday 8 a.m. 
 Holy Eucharist, Rite I, Said, All Saints’ Chapel 
 
Sunday 10 a.m. 
 Choral Holy Eucharist, Rite II,  
 Saint James Church 
 
Wednesday 7:15 a.m. 
 Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Said, All Saints’ Chapel 

 

 

Welcome Luncheon 

For Newcomers 
Sponsored by the Welcome Committee 

 
Sunday, September 12, 2010 

11:30 a.m. 
Whiteman Room 



 

   1 
7:15 am Chapel HE  
8 am Coffee,  Hood 
9 am Quilters 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm OA, Hood 
6 pm NA, Hall 

3 4 

 

 

 
 

5:30 pm Chapel HE  
5 

8 am Chapel HE 1 
10 am Church HE 2 
11 am Lemonade on 
the Lawn 
 
 
 
6 pm AA in the Hall 

6 
 
 
 
 
5 pm OA in Hood 
5:30 pm 2nd 
Helpings in the Hall 
6:30 pm Study Hood 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 pm Reinventing 
Justice in Whiteman 

8 

7:15 am Chapel HE  
8 am Coffee, Hood 
9 am Quilters 

9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
6 pm OA, Hood 
6 pm NA, Hall 

10 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Chapel HE  

12 
8 am Chapel HE 1 
10 am Church HE 2 
11 am Lemonade on 
the Lawn 
11:30 am Welcome 
Lunch, Whiteman 
 
6 pm AA in the Hall 

13 
 
 
 
 
5 pm OA in Hood 
5:30 pm 2nd 
Helpings in the Hall 
6:30 pm Study Hood 

14 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Bridging 
Compassion & 
Service Event in the 
Parish Hall 

15 
7:15 am Chapel HE  
8 am Coffee, Hood 
9 am Quilters  
 
 
 
7 p.m. Vestry in 
Chapel, Hood Room 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm OA, Hood 
6 pm NA in Hall 

17 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Chapel HE  

19 
8 am Chapel HE 1 
10 am Church HE 2 
11 am Lemonade on 
the Lawn 
 
 
6 pm AA in the Hall 

20 
Epistle Newsletter 
contributions due 
  
 
5 pm OA in Hood 
5:30 pm 2nd 
Helpings in the Hall 
6:30 pm Study Hood 

21 
 
 
 

22 
7:15 am Chapel HE  
8 am Coffee,  Hood 
9 am Quilters  
 
2:30 pm Welcome 
Committee, Library 
7 pm Property 
Committee in Hood 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm OA, Hood 
6 pm NA in Hall 

24 25 
8 am Bread of Life 
in the Parish Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Chapel HE  

26 
8 am Chapel HE 1 
10 am Church HE 2 
11 am Rally Day in 
the Parish Hall 
12 pm Parish 
Council, Whiteman 
6 pm AA in the Hall 

27 
 
 
 
5 pm OA in Hood 
5:30 pm 2nd 
Helpings in the Hall 
6:30 pm Study Hood 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
7:15 am Chapel HE 
8 am Coffee, Hood 
9 am Quilters  

30 
 

 
 
 
 
6 pm OA, Hood 
6 pm NA in Hall 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Our Senior Warden 

Maggie Sweeney 
 

 
Notes from Parish Council Sunday March 14, 2010 

Present:  21 parishioners and the Rector 
 

 Introductions 

 Use of round burgundy table cloths and dish towels:  all are 
there for the use of anyone in the parish, but please launder 
them after use and return them within the week.  A 
suggestion was made that there be a sign-out sheet for the 
table cloths; Carol DeRose said that she would follow through 
with this. 

 Care of the Parish Hall:  This is one area that has not been 
“adopted” by a scrubber.  We are fortunate to have 
Community Service volunteers (from the court system) who 
can mop the floors fairly regularly, but groups using the hall 
should clean it as well as they can with the brooms and/or 
dry mop. 

 Scheduling of property:  Anyone wanting to use the parish 
hall for a special event should let the office scribes know at 
least a month in advance so cleaning can be arranged.  Non-
parish groups are gradually becoming aware that there is a 
form they need to sign that clearly states expectations. 

 Snow removal:  There are concerns that the archway to the 
cloisters is not always plowed as thoroughly as it needs to be 
and access to the building is cut off.  The person who does 
our snow removal is relatively new.  Concerns have been 
communicated; this is a work in progress and we are 
confident that it will be better next time. 

 Coffee house help needed:  The two most critical needs are 
for help with the sound system (because Chris Koh and Ted 
Poppke have both left) and clean-up.  Talk to Fred Momaney 
if you know anyone who could help with the sound system.  
We suggested clean-up early Sunday morning instead of late 
Saturday night.   

 Grant application opportunity:  Our diocese invites parishes 
to apply for matching grants for ministry or outreach 
programs (not for building improvements or staffing).  The 
deadline for the next cycle of applications is in the fall.  We 
are one of only a handful of churches in the diocese that have 
never applied.  Our youth ministries are very interested in 
applying for grants for projects with church school, youth 
group, Boy Scouts, and Vacation Bible School.  The matching 
funds might come from the ECW or from special fund raisers 
within  the parish.  There were procedural questions that 
were not entirely resolved.  It was suggested that parish 
leaders who want to write grant requests for particular areas 
of ministry inform the vestry, which can act as a clearing 
house for these requests. 

 Calendar announcements:  Sunday April 11, 1-5 PM:  Conflict 
Transformation Workshop with Canon Sarah Shofstall.  Speak 
to Maggie Sweeney or sign up to reserve a spot. 

 Saturday May 15:  Parish Tag Sale.  Think of us as you do 
your spring cleaning. Thanks to all who attended Parish 
Council!    

 Next Parish Council:  Saturday May 8, 9 a.m. – 10:30 in 
the Whiteman Room  

 

. 

Inquiring Minds, concluded 
 

2010 in the cathedral in Springfield. Saint James 

will be presenting its candidates at that time, 

granted that they have attended the Inquirers’ 

Class and have prayerfully decided to make the 

commitment.  

 

Like the title suggests, an Inquirers’ Class is a 

chance to inquire: to ask questions, to explore, to 

discover. Yes, the Episcopal Church welcomes 

you and yes it is in fact flourishing in Greenfield. 

Perhaps enjoying it is an acquired taste. Certainly 

it is an inquired one. Come and see. 

 

Inquirers Class for all who wish to be 

confirmed, or received into the Episcopal Church, 
and for seekers and those interested in learning 
more about the Church, will be offered Saturdays, 
11 a.m., April 10, 17, 24; May 1, 8 at the church. 
Young people and adults are welcome to sign up 
(See the Rector).  
 

The Service of Confirmation & Reception this 
spring will be Saturday, May 22, at 10 a.m. in 
Christ Church Cathedral, Springfield, with 
Bishop Scruton and clergy and people from other 
churches in the Pioneer Valley.  
 

See the preceding article Inquiring Minds Want to 
Know  for more information. 
 

  

April 2010 
Conflict Transformation Workshop 

An Invitation 

 

Would you like to be part of a process that will 
help our parish learn to see disagreement as a 
healthy and inevitable part of parish life – an 
opportunity for growth rather than a reason for 
fear and avoidance?  
 
Canon Sarah Shofstall will return to Saint James 
on Sunday, April 11, from 1 – 5 p.m. to continue 
the work we began in January.   
 

All are welcome – whether or not you were part 
of the first workshop.  If you want to be part of this 
vital process, please sign the list near the chapel 

or talk to Maggie Sweeney by Sunday, April 4, so 
we know how many people to expect. Thank you. 

 

Bell Tower & Organ Work Begins 
 
 

Major renovations are starting for Saint James’ Church. These include the 
repair of the Bell Tower and Front Wall, as well as the church organ. Property 
Chair Brian Cooper writes: 
 

“The primary issue has been the needed repairs to the Bell Tower and the 
west front of the church. The committee met twice in June – once to 
vote on recommending a quote from Renaissance Builders prior to the 
June Vestry meeting and our regular June meeting. The damage to the 
west side of the church is significant. Water has infiltrated the wall and 
has caused damage to the organ. Bill Czelusniak provided an estimate of 
repairs and a time line for work to coordinate with the Renaissance 
Builders repairs. The Vestry accepted the committee’s recommendation 
for the repairs and work will commence after the 16th of August. The 
committee reviewed and voted to recommend Mr. Czelusniak’s estimate 
for organ repair. The entire project now exceeds $50k. Parishioners are 
cautioned to be careful as the work is on the front entrance of the 
building. Organ repair and inside repair work is expected to begin after 
Labor Day.” 
 

Work began on Monday, August 30, and will continue into the early fall.  
  

 

Looking Ahead 
 

Inquirers’ Class 

For all adults who wish to be confirmed or received 

into the full communion of the Episcopal Church. 

Led by our Rector this Fall: dates to be announced. 

 

Confirmation Preparation Class for Youth 

Who wish to be confirmed in December. 

Led by our Rector this Fall. 

Meeting times to be arranged with parents & kids.  

If interested, please contact the Rector. 

 

Service of Light: Trust in the Lord 

Sunday, November 7, 2010, at 4 p.m.  

Saint James Church 

 

Service of Confirmation & Reception 

Our Bishop’s Visitation 

Sunday, December 12, 2010 

10 a.m. Choral Holy Eucharist 

Saint James Church 

 

 

 

              Sunday  Monday  Tuesday        Wednesday    Thursday            Friday            Saturday 

    September 2010   This Month at Saint 

James     

 

January 2010 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint James³ Episcopal Church located at Federal & Church Streets, 

Greenfield, Massachusetts, is a growing, mission-focused parish of the Episcopal Diocese of Western 
Massachusetts, Gordon P. Scruton, Bishop. 
 

We seek to know Christ and to make Christ known. 
 

 
 

 
 
OUR MINISTRIES INCLUDE: Church School, Interfaith Youth Group, Scouting Programs, Catechism 
& Confirmation, Choir, Altar Guild, Flower Guild, Scribes & Scrubbers Guild, Barnabas Guild, Adult 
Christian Formation, Second Helpings, Bread of Life, Community Meal, Property Committee, Gardens & 
Grounds, Worship Readers & Servers, Ushers, Parish Library, Stewardship, Welcome Committee, Summer 
VBS, Seasonal Fundraisers, Coffeehouse, Worship Forum, Quilters, EfM, ECW, Vestry & its working 
groups, and more.  
 

Parking for all events and activities of the church is available in the parking lot behind the parish buildings, 
off Church Street. Turn into the access road named Saint James Court. Street parking is available on 
Federal, Church, and Franklin Streets. Child care is provided for young children during our principal 
weekly worship service at 10 a.m. each Sunday morning. Ask an usher when you arrive. 
 

Materials for The Epistle Parish Newsletter should be submitted to the Office by the 20th of each month, for publication the following month. 

 

 

 

Mailing Address 
 

Saint James’ Episcopal Church 
PO Box 1511 
Greenfield, MA 01302-1511 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Office 413-773-3925 
Programs 413-773-1657 
Rector 413-325-8002 
Email stjamesgfield@gmail.com 
Web Site www.stjames-gfld.org 

 


